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LONDON BOROUGH OF TOWER HAMLETS 
 

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
 

HELD AT 7.30 P.M. ON WEDNESDAY, 13 JUNE 2007 
 

COMMITTEE ROOM, 1ST FLOOR, TOWN HALL, MULBERRY PLACE, 5 CLOVE 
CRESCENT, LONDON, E14 2BG 

 
Members Present: 
 
Councillor Shafiqul Haque (Chair) 
Councillor Philip Briscoe 
Councillor Carli Harper-Penman 
Councillor Waiseul Islam 
Councillor M. Mamun Rashid 
 
Councillor M. Shahid Ali 
Councillor Stephanie Eaton 
 
Other Councillors Present: 
 
Councillor Peter Golds 
 
 
Officers Present: 
 
Graham White – (Legal Adviser) 
Sara Williams – (Assistant Chief Executive) 

 
Angus Dixon – (Democratic Services) 
John Williams – (Service Head, Democratic Services) 

 
 

1. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIR  
 
MOVED by Councillor Stephanie Eaton and SECONDED by Councillor 
Mamun Rashid 
 
That Councillor Phil Briscoe be elected Vice-Chair of the General Purposes 
Committee for the remainder of the current Municipal Year. 
 
The motion was put to the meeting and the result was a tied vote.  In 
accordance with rule 17.2 of the Council’s Procedure Rules the Chair used his 
casting vote.  The motion was LOST. 
 
MOVED by Councillor Harper-Penman and SECONDED by Councillor 
Shafiqul Haque 
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That Councillor Waiseul Islam be elected Vice-Chair of the General Purposes 
Committee for the remainder of the current Municipal Year. 
 
The motion was put to the meeting and the result was a tied vote.  In 
accordance with rule 17.2 of the Council’s Procedure Rules the Chair used his 
casting vote.  The motion was CARRIED. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That Councillor Waiseul Islam be appointed as Vice-Chair of the General 
Purposes Committee for the remainder of the municipal year 2007/08. 
 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Lutfur Rahman 
and Councillor Rajib Ahmed, for whom Councillor Stephanie Eaton was 
deputising. 
 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
There were no declarations of interest made. 
 
 

4. MINUTES  
 
 

4.1 Minutes 13th February 2007  
 
The Chair MOVED and it was  
 
RESOLVED 
 
That the Minutes of the meeting of the General Purposes Committee held on 
13th February, 2007 be confirmed as a correct record of the proceedings and 
the Chair be authorised to sign them accordingly. 
 
 

4.2 Minutes 25th April 2007  
 
The Chair MOVED and it was  
 
RESOLVED 
 
That the Minutes of the meeting of the General Purposes Committee held on 
25th April, 2007 be confirmed as a correct record of the proceedings and the 
Chair be authorised to sign them accordingly. 
 
 

4.3 Minutes 29th May 2007  
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The Chair MOVED and it was  
 
RESOLVED 
 
That the Minutes of the meeting of the General Purposes Committee held on 
29th May, 2007 be confirmed as a correct record of the proceedings and the 
Chair be authorised to sign them accordingly. 
 
 

5. REPORTS FOR CONSIDERATION  
 
 

5.1 General Purposes Committee - Terms of Reference, Membership and 
Dates of Meetings  
 
The Chair MOVED and it was  
 
RESOLVED 
 
That the Committee’s Terms of Reference, membership details and schedule 
of future meetings be noted. 
 
 

5.2 Appointments to External Bodies  
 
The report was introduced by Ms Sara Williams, Assistant Chief Executive, 
who drew attention to the schedule attached at Appendix A to the report which 
contained the nominations of the political groups on the Council to the various 
external bodies. 
 
When discussing the nomination for the ‘Isle of Dogs Community Foundation’, 
Councillor Briscoe requested that a recorded vote be held on the issue. 
 
MOVED by Councillor Stephanie Eaton, SECONDED by Councillor Philip 
Briscoe 
 
That Councillors Shiria Khatun and Tim Archer be appointed to the Isle of 
Dogs Community Foundation. 
 
Councillors Eaton and Briscoe voted in favour of the motion.  Councillors 
Islam, Harper-Penman and Haque voted against the motion.  Councillor 
Rashid abstained from voting. 
 
Accordingly the motion was LOST.  
 
MOVED by Councillor Carli Harper-Penman, SECONDED by Councillor 
Waiseul Islam 
 
That Councillor Shiria Khatun and an officer representative be appointed to 
the Isle of Dogs Community Foundation. 
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Councillors Harper-Penman, Islam and Haque voted in favour of the motion.  
Councillors Eaton and Briscoe voted against the motion.  Councillor Rashid 
abstained from voting. 
 
Accordingly the motion was CARRIED.  
 
RESOLVED 
 
1 That the appointments to External Bodies for the Municipal Year 

2007/2008 be agreed as set out in the revised schedule, attached at 
Appendix A to these minutes; 

 
2 That the appointments to London Councils and its bodies made by 

Council at its meeting of 16th May, 2007 as listed in Appendix B to the 
report be noted; and 

 
3 That the guidance for members on external bodies at Appendix C to 

the report be noted. 
 
 

5.3 Filling of Casual Vacancies on Committees/Panels  
 
The Chair MOVED and it was  
 
RESOLVED 
 

1. That the resignation of Councillor Shahed Ali from the Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee be noted and the nomination of Councillor Oliur 
Rahman be agreed. 

 
2. That the removal of all deputies from the membership of the Licensing 

Committee be agreed. 
 

3. That the tabled report (attached at Appendix B to these minutes) listing 
the Respect Group nominations for deputy vacancies be agreed. 

 
 

5.4 Local Authority School Governor Appointment  
 
Ms Sara Williams, Assistant Chief Executive, discussed with the Committee 
that School Governor Appointments were delegated to the Committee where 
there was more than one applicant for a position. 
 
MOVED by Councillor Harper-Penman, SECONDED by Councillor Islam 
 
That Mr Shamsul Hoque be appointed to the Local Authority Governor 
vacancy at Swanlea School. 
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The motion was put to the meeting and the result was a tied vote.  In 
accordance with Rule 17.2 of the Council’s Procedure Rules the Chair used 
his casting vote.  The motion was CARRIED. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That Mr Shamsul Hoque be appointed as a Local Authority Governor of 
Swanlea School. 
 
 

5.5 Electoral Matters Update  
 
Mr Tim Revell, Interim Electoral Services Manager, briefly updated the 
Committee on the progress of the review of polling places.  Mr Revell outlined 
the reasons behind the proposals that had been made and asked the 
Committee to come back to him with any comments on the proposed changes 
as soon as possible.  
 
The Chair MOVED and it was  
 
RESOLVED 
 
That the information in the report be noted. 
 

6. URGENT ITEM - AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION  
 
Pursuant to Section 100B(4)(b) Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the 
Chair considered that the following item should be considered at the meeting 
as a matter of urgency to facilitate effective enforcement of new 
responsibilities with effect from 1 July 2007. 
 
Amendments to the Constitution 
 
Graham White, Legal Services, reported that two sets of Functions and 
Responsibilities Regulations had been made amending the functions not to be 
the responsibility of an authority’s executive.  In accordance with the powers 
delegated to the Monitoring Officer in Article 15.01(5) of the Constitution to 
make revisions to the Constitution to reflect changes in legislation Isabella 
Freeman had added the new functions to the list of Council functions in 
paragraph 3.1.1.2 of the Constitution.  The new functions related to 
enforcement under the Gambling Act 2005 and the determination of fees for 
premises licenses and in respect of enforcement of the prohibition of smoking 
in public places. 
 
The Committee was requested to delegate the functions to Chief Officers to 
facilitate effective implementation from 1 July 2007 when the Regulations take 
effect. 
 
RESOLVED 
 



GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE, 
13/06/2007 

SECTION ONE (UNRESTRICTED) 
 

6 

That the implementation of the functions added to the Constitution be 
delegated to officers as follows:  
 
14C.   Power to designate 
officer of a licensing authority 
as an authorised person for a 
purpose relating to premises. 

Section 304 of the 
Gambling Act 2005 

Corporate Director, 
Communities, Localities  
and Culture 

14D  Power to institute criminal 
proceedings for offences under 
section 342 of the Gambling 
Act 2005. 

Section 346 of the 
Gambling Act 2005 

Assistant Chief Executive 
(Legal Services) 

14E Power to exchange 
information  

Section 350 of the 
Gambling Act 2005 

Corporate Director, 
Communities, Localities  
and Culture 

14F  Functions relating to the 
determination of fees for 
premises licenses 

The Gambling (Premises 
Licence Fees) (England 
and Wales) Regulations 
2007 (SI 2007/479 

Corporate Director, 
Communities, Localities  
and Culture 

14G  Power to enforce 
offences relating to the display 
of no smoking signs. 

Section 6(5) of the Health 
Act 2006 

Corporate Director, 
Communities, Localities  
and Culture 

14H  Power to enforce 
offences relating to smoking in 
smoke free places. 

Section 7(4) of the Health 
Act 2006 

Corporate Director, 
Communities, Localities  
and Culture 

14I  Power to enforce offence 
of failing to prevent smoking in 
smoke free places. 

Section 8(4) of the Health 
Act 2006 

Corporate Director, 
Communities, Localities  
and Culture 

14J  Power to transfer 
enforcement functions to 
another enforcement authority. 

Smoke free (Premises and 
Enforcement) Regulations 
2006 
(SI 2006/3368) 

Corporate Director, 
Communities, Localities  
and Culture 

 
 
 

The meeting ended at 8.20 p.m.  
 
 
 
 

Chair, Councillor Shafiqul Haque 
General Purposes Committee 
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APPENDIX B  APPENDIX B 
 

FILLING OF CASUAL VACANCIES ON COMMITTEES/PANELS  
 

 
RESPECT GROUP NOMINATIONS FOR DEPUTY VACANCIES 

 
 

Committee/Panel 
 

Councillor Deputy nominations 
Standards Committee     • Cllrs Shahed Ali, Shamim Chowdhury & Abjol Miah 

representing Cllr Ahmed Hussain 
 

O&S • Cllrs Shahed  Ali, Abjol Miah & Shamim Chowdhury, 
representing Cllr Ahmed Hussain 

• Cllrs Shahed Ali, Rania Khan & Mamun 
Rashid representing Cllr Oliur Rahman 

 
Health Scrutiny Panel • Cllrs Ahmed Hussain & Mamun Rashid representing Cllr 

Lutfa Begum 
 

Development • Cllrs Shahed Ali, Fozol Miah & Abdul Munim 
representing Cllr Shamim A. Chowdhury 

• Cllrs Abjol Miah, Rania Khan & Dulal Uddin representing 
Cllr Oliur Rahman 

 
Strategic Development • Cllrs Shahed Ali, Abjol Miah & Oliur Rahman 

representing Cllr Shamim A. Chowdhury 
• Cllrs Abjol Miah, Shahed Ali & Mamun Rashid 
representing Cllr Rania Khan 

 
General Purposes • Cllrs Fozol Miah, Shahed Ali & Abjol Miah representing 

Cllr M. Mamun Rashid 
 

Human Resources          • Cllrs Fozol Miah, Shamim Chowdhury & Mamun Rashid 
representing Cllr M. Abdul Munim 

 
Pension & Accounts     • Cllrs Shahed Ali, Oliur Rahman & Shamim Chowdhury 

representing Cllr Fozol Miah 
 

Appeals                           • Cllrs Shahed Ali, Abjol Miah, Ahmed Hussain 
representing Cllr Rania Khan 

• Cllrs Shahed Ali, Dulal Uddin & Mamun Rashid 
representing Cllr Oliur Rahman 

 
Schools 
Organisation         
          

• Cllrs Abjol Miah, Shamim Chowdhury & Shahed Ali 
representing Cllr Rania Khan 

Children/Adults      • Cllrs Abjol Miah, Shahed Ali & Lutfa Begum 
representing Cllr Fozol Miah 
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Standing Advisory 
Council on Religious 
Education     
 

• Cllrs Shahed Ali, Abjol Miah & Oliur Rahman 
representing Cllr Lutfa Begum 
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